[Clinical and genetic characteristics of craniosynostosis].
Craniosynostosis is caused by premature fusion of one or more cranial sutures leading to deformity of the cranium. Depending on the type and number of the sutures involved and the order of their fusion, different forms of deformities may develop. Two main types of craniosynostosis can be distinguished: non-syndromic (isolated) and syndromic forms. In the latter group the cranial deformity is usually associated with dysmorphic features, limb anomalies and other symptoms while in non-syndromic form the cranial deformity can be seen only. The type and severity of associated anomalies in the syndromic form are different. Early fusion of sutures can be caused by both environmental and genetic factors. In the present paper the authors aim to review the clinical features and genetic background of craniosynostosis focusing on some common syndromes.